WORKSHEET: Interdisciplinary Research Questions

Key steps to creating an interdisciplinary research question
1. Use all disciplinary tools, including assumptions, concepts, theories, and methods, to solve the problem
2. Critically evaluate disciplinary insights
3. Create common ground among disciplinary insights… on the basis of one or more key assumptions, concepts, or theoretical explanations

Example Course: “Positive Psychology and the Pursuit of Happiness in Chicago”
Topic of key assignment: “What is your favorite place in the city, and which theoretical concepts or theories from class would you use to explain what makes it your favorite place?”
1. Key concepts from Positive Psychology:
a) Social contact (“Attachment”)
b) [bookmark: _GoBack]Sensory stimulation
c) Relaxation
Key concepts from City Planning:
a) Traffic flow
b) Green zones
c) Vibrant shopping & entertainment centers
2. 	Disciplinary insight from Positive Psychology:
· People tend to be happiest in low-traffic environments
Disciplinary insight from City Planning:
· Heavy car traffic in downtown areas is bad for shopping and recreation activities
3. Common ground among disciplinary insights:
a) Green zones support Relaxation
b) Shopping and entertainment centers provide sensory stimulation
c) (Massive) traffic flow disrupts social contact
Subsequent Research Question: “How to avoid or minimize disruptive traffic flow in downtown?”

=====================================================================================Samples of Big Questions across Disciplines:
1. Where should society benefit most from science?
2. Can economic growth go on forever on a finite planet?
3. To what degree is personality innate or learned?
4. What do we know when we know a person?
5. Does humanity have a future beyond earth?
6. Will brain science change criminal law?
7. Will sex become obsolete?
8. Will technology eliminate the need for animal testing in drug development?
9. What role will science play in the future of cities?
10. What makes us human?
11. Can we live forever?
12. Why have humans evolved music?

(turn page!)
WORKSHEET:

Your Course Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Topic of a key assignment: _______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Discipline A: _____________________________

Discipline B: _____________________________

Key concepts from discipline A: ___________________________________________________________

Key concepts from discipline B: ___________________________________________________________

Disciplinary insight from discipline A: ______________________________________________________

Related disciplinary insight from discipline B: ________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Common ground among disciplinary insights: 

(1) ______________________________________________________________________________

(2) ______________________________________________________________________________

(3) ______________________________________________________________________________

Research Question based on common ground between the two disciplines: _______________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

