




Case 1: The Disappearing Student

You have a class of 20 students. Half are non-traditional/returning adults. About a third of the way through the semester you notice that one of the adult students begins to frequently miss class. He continues to turn in his homework, and respond to messages etc. Three weeks prior to the second exam (high stakes, closed book), he stops attending class, doesn’t communicate with you, and doesn’t turn in his work. (Of course, he is also not completing in-class assignments.) He does not appear for the exam, which is given on the day and time listed in the syllabus. At this point, you assume he has dropped the class. A week later, he reappears. At the end of class he approaches you and asks when he can take the exam he missed. He does not ask about turning in late assignments. He tells you that he works construction and cannot make it to class sometimes.


Case 2:   The Missed Exam

You give an exam on the date and time that was listed in the syllabus. You notice that a student who has otherwise appeared engaged in the class is not in attendance.

The day after the exam you receive a voice mail message in your office.

My name is Name Withheld and I am a student in your class. I was unable to come to your class yesterday and take the exam because a PFA (Protection From Abuse) order was just filed against my ex and it is only enforced in the county in which I reside. I was afraid to leave the county to come to school to take the exam is there any way I can get a makeup?


Case 3: The Checkup

A student informs you that she has a physician’s appointment during your class period and will not be able to attend class. She feels that this should fall into the “excused” absence portion of the policy, though it isn’t explicited stated on the syllabus. You ask her for the physician’s name and office phone in order to call and confirm that she actually has an appointment at the time she claims. She willingly hands over the name and phone. 


Case 4: Academic Integrity?

Some of your regular assignments are short, low-stakes, online quizzes that the student may take on his/her own time (i.e., they have access to their course materials). On some of the fill-in answers you begin to notice that several students have EXACTLY the same answers, both correct and incorrect, and in one case with EXACTLY the same misspellings. 
Case 5: No Notes?

You are teaching a “large” lecture class. After the second class you notice that there are three students, sitting together, who are not taking notes, but are instead - knitting. They are recording the lecture and apparently listening, but are definitely knitting. (They are using bamboo needles so there is no sound.) Occasionally, one of trio asks or answers a question.

Case 6:  Poor Grandfather(mother).

A student sends you an e-mail saying they are at home and would be out all week, and needed an excused absence for personal reasons (i.e., deceased grandfather). This student has been doing moderately well all semester, has not disrupted the class, and has turned in all the required work. You tell them to make sure they are back for the final. Then you see the student on campus later the same day, as well as the next day. When you ask the student about their trip, you get a confused look, followed by, "Oh yeah, my grandmother's funeral was very nice." 


