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[bookmark: _GoBack]Teaching provides the platform for sharing my passion and dedication to helping improve peoples’ lives.  This was my motivation for pursuing a career in Occupational Therapy over 20 years ago – to help improve people’s lives.  Little did I know at that time that my true goal was to share the passion and knowledge with students who will go on to work in the field of Occupational Therapy.

My appointment in 1999 to overs the Occupational Therapy Assistant (TA) Program at Penn State DuBois involved, as do all appointments, a variety of opportunities in addition to teaching, including research, advising, committee appointments, and service.  These various opportunities have added meaning and value to my teaching; however it is my role as an Occupational Therapy (OT) instructor that provides me with the most joy and energy.  I am an Occupational Therapist and I see my teaching role as not only imparting knowledge but also utilizing pedagogical approaches as I work with students to best prepare them to demonstrate the attitude, knowledge, and skills required to work effectively as OTA professionals.

Teaching, to me, is much more than classroom lectures and instruction.  Concepts, skills, and treatment techniques are demonstrated and practiced through many lab activities.  It is through this aspect of teaching that I become even more enthusiastic about course information by demonstrating what was lectured, observing and giving feedback to students, and working with them to understand and problem solve scenarios that they will encounter in their careers as Occupational Therapy Assistants.

My belief is that the most effective learning occurs in real-life experiences.  I communicate this to my students when I discuss how skills we address with clients need to be generalized – capable of being widely used – and the same is true for college students.  They need to understand how the skills and concepts I teach them are able to be widely used, and the best way to see this is in real-life experiences.  I am dedicated to fostering student engagement in real-life experiences through serve learning, community outreach, and inter-professional collaboration.  Through students’ involvement in these activities I observe their understanding of their chosen profession and get to know them better as human beings rather than as just a student in one of my classes.  I am able to discuss and develop each student’s strengths more effectively plus I can more closely monitor and candidly address any challenges students may face before they begin their fieldwork experiences.

I believe everyone needs feedback to grow.  Students receive extension feedback as they consider the best therapeutic approaches to use, critical thinking and clinical skills.  I receive feedback and continue to grow as students raise thought-provoking questions and perceptions that remind me why I am passionate about teaching in the field of Occupational Therapy.
